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LEADERSHIP SPIRITUALITY AND    
PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY 
 

SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2012   10.00 – 15.30 (coffee from 9.30) 
 

PRESENTER:  JOHAN VERSTRAETEN: PROFESSOR OF ETHICS, UNIVERSITY OF LEUVEN 

VENUE:              ST. JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, DRÈVE RICHELLE, 146,1410  WATERLOO. 
 

TEA AND COFFEE PROVIDED. PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH OR AVAIL OF FACILITIES CLOSE BY. 

PARKING AVAILABLE ON SITE 

 
Leadership is not about 'doing things right', but about 'doing the right' thing. This requires discernment 
(distinguishing between the trivial and that which really matters) and the courage to act. Unlike 
management, leadership is not merely about getting things done, but about creating a space in which 
people can develop the best of themselves and contribute to the flourishing of their organisation and 
society. In other words: it is about creating a space for genuinely good life and work.  
 
The problem today is, that too much 'management' is uninspired, instead of creating organisations with 
a soul, we create spaces in which everything functions, but where meaning can be lost, and, in which 
there is often a culture of distrust instead of a culture of trust.   
 
In this lecture two aspects of the problem will be addressed: 
 
(1) The root of this lack of inspiration and how a new type of leadership can be developed that is 
capable of opening a world of meaning to people's work. The crucial problem today is not ethics or 
compliance with rules, but the creation of a meaningful work environment. The lecture will articulate why 
and how professional language needs to be complemented with storytelling. 
 
(2) Why leaders are so often afraid to inspire and continue to functionalise life: perhaps through lack of 
awareness of the importance of inner freedom. The lecture will explain how spirituality can contribute to 
overcoming fragmentation and  dependency on the approval of what one does by others. The 
addressing of these two issues, will demonstrate how Ignatian spirituality, in particular, can contribute to 
the creation of a meaningful work environment by inspired,  courageous and people-centred leaders. 

 
EARLY BOOKING ADVISED 

 
SUGGESTED DONATION 30€ 

 
SEE OVERLEAF FOR DIRECTIONS TO ST JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

mailto:fcj@fcjcentre.be


 

HOW TO SIGN UP 

 
Visit our website    www.fcjcentre.be  -  go to the page called ‘Sign up for events’,  fill in your 
details and choose LEADERSHIP SPIRITUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY’ from 
the drop-down menu… 

 
or send us an email to fcj@fcjcentre.be  with your name, phone number and email address.  
 
or phone us on 0477 734 551  or   02 348 95 61  
 
We will reply with a confirmation of your booking.  

 
Suggested donation of € 25 can be paid to bank account number 210-0245980-40 

 
 
How to get there? 
 
St. John's International School is located in a quiet, tree-lined, residential area of 
Waterloo, situated just 20 minutes from Brussels. St. John's is easily accessible just 
moments off the Ring Road Highway. Whether you are driving from the North or 
South, follow Ring 0 (a beltway around Brussels) and take exit 27 (Argenteuil); 
at the bottom of the ramp, turn left if you are coming from the North, turn right if you 
are coming from the South. The school is located 100 metres on your right-hand side. 
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