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Barnabas supports Iraqi Christian refugees in Syria at Christmas



Welcome

For many Christians in the West, Christmas 
Day is one of the happiest days of the year. 
We have lots of good food to eat; we can 
spend quality time with family and friends; 
and we are free to enjoy a church service 
celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

But many of our Christian brothers and 
sisters will experience a very different kind of 
Christmas. True, they will rejoice as we do in 
God’s sending of His Son to be the Saviour 
of the world. But they will not have enough to 
eat, because they suffer acute discrimination 
in education and employment and live in 
desperate poverty as a result. They will be 
separated from their loved ones, because they 
are have been driven from their homes or even 
their countries by brutal anti-Christian violence. 
And if they go to a Christmas service, they 
will put themselves in danger of arrest by the 
authorities or attacks by angry mobs.

Yet the Christmas story speaks powerfully 
to God’s suffering and persecuted people 
today. It speaks of poverty: the Christ-child 
lies in a feeding-trough and is visited by lowly 
shepherds. It speaks of separation: the family 
has to flee from their land to live as refugees 
in Egypt. And it speaks of danger: only the 
intervention of an angel in a dream saves the 

infant Jesus from violent death at the hands of 
Herod. It tells of a Saviour and Lord who shares 
their pain and distress and offers them hope 
and aid.

So it is very appropriate, as we make ready 
to give thanks to God for His indescribable 
gift to us in Christ, that we should remember 
in prayer those who suffer most severely for 
Him. Some churches observe the traditional 
season of Advent to prepare themselves for 
Christmas, and this prayer booklet has been 
designed to inspire and guide your prayers for 
persecuted Christians during this time. As well 
as describing the plight of our Lord’s suffering 
family in many parts of the world, we also 
provide some information about how Barnabas 
Fund is helping to relieve their needs. 

Thank you so much for joining with us in this 
crucial work of prayer.

With our Lord’s blessings,

Dr Patrick Sookhdeo
International Director, Barnabas Fund

P.S. If you would like to send practical help to 
persecuted Christians as well as praying for 
them, please use the form at the back of the 
booklet to make a donation. Thank you.

Praying for persecuted Christians
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6 Iran 1st December
7 Afghanistan 2nd December
8 Pakistan 3rd December
9 Christmas in India 4th December
10 Sri Lanka 5th December
11 Burma 6th December
12 Laos 7th December
13 Indonesia 8th December
14 North Korea 9th December
15 China 10th December
16 Christmas in Syria 11th December
17 Kazakhstan 12th December
18 Kyrgyzstan 13th December
19 Uzbekistan 14th December
20 Iraq 15th December
21 Libya 16th December
22 Sudan and South Sudan 17th December
23 Christmas in Ethiopia 18th December
24 Eritrea 19th December
25 Egypt 20th December
26 Somalia 21st December
27 Maldives 22nd December
28 Nigeria 23rd December
29 Algeria 24th December
30 Christmas in Bethlehem 25th December
32 Martyrs 26th December

The “Magi from the east” whose visit to the infant Jesus in Bethlehem is 
described in Matthew’s Gospel are widely believed to have begun their 

journey in Persia, which today is called Iran. This prayer booklet takes us on a 
journey from Iran to Bethlehem, visiting on the way another 23 countries where 
Christians are persecuted for their faith. On Sundays and Christmas Day we 
pause to learn about how Christmas is celebrated in various countries around the 
world. The “route” is sketched on the map opposite.

A quotation from the Bible relevant to the theme of Advent and Christmas is 
included on each page for reflection. These are taken from the New International 
Version® unless otherwise stated.
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Barnabas Fund projects include: 

Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani is on death row 
in Iran at the time of writing after being 

convicted of apostasy. He was born to Muslim 
parents but became a Christian at the age 
of 19. In court he was repeatedly called to 
renounce his faith, but he steadfastly refused. 
He had been active in ministry among a 
network of house churches.

There has been only one execution for 
apostasy in Iran since the 1979 revolution, but 
converts face other forms of severe persecution 
from the authorities of the Islamic Republic. 
They are subject to arrest and detention without 
charge, sometimes accompanied by verbal 
and physical abuse. Some are eventually 
prosecuted, while others have to pay exorbitant 
sums for bail. The government is concerned at 
the number of Iranians turning to Christ, and 
these draconian measures seem designed 

to stop the flow of converts and intimidate 
believers into renouncing their faith.

Christians in Iran are subject to serious 
discrimination in various areas of life, and 
their churches are closely watched and strictly 
regulated. Church leaders are particularly 
vulnerable: Pastor Vahik Abrahamian was 
imprisoned for nearly a year up to August 2011, 
despite being cleared of all charges in April. 
Evangelism among Muslims attracts harsh 
reprisals: a Christian student who was arrested 
in June 2011 for sharing his faith remains in 
custody in an unknown location.

Barnabas Fund assists with a number of 
projects that help Iranian Christians, but we 
cannot publicise what we are doing in case it 
puts them at risk.

Give thanks to the Lord for the large number of conversions among Iranian Muslims, 
and pray for them as they face persecution for their new faith and have to worship 
mainly in secret house churches. Pray for strength and courage for all our brothers 

and sisters in Iran, serving Christ faithfully in the midst of discrimination and restrictions, 
that they may be protected from harm and grow in the knowledge and love of God. 
Pray that Pastor Nadarkhani will be released unharmed. Pray too for a Christian couple 
whose adopted child was taken hostage by security forces to coerce them into testifying 
against believers in prison, that the child may be restored to them.

Iran

• Iran General Fund (Ref. 19-940)

Pastor Vahik Abrahamian was finally 
released after spending nearly a year in 
prison in Iran
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The LORD God said to 
the serpent, “I will put 
enmity between you and 
the woman, and between 
your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 
and you will strike his 
heel.” Genesis 3:14-15
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Choosing to give your life to Christ is a highly 
dangerous decision in Afghanistan. The 

government have threatened to use the death 
penalty against those who convert from Islam 
to Christianity, and sometimes the Taliban and 
other illegal armed groups gruesomely murder 
new believers. Early in 2011 a video was 
circulated showing the beheading of Abdul Latif 
by the Muslim Taliban in Herat Province. These 
dangers constantly hang over the estimated 
1,000 to 3,000 Afghan Christians, all of them 
converts from Islam. 

Even though the country’s 2004 constitution 
guarantees religious freedom, sharia is 
effectively the law of the land. Afghan jurists and 
government officials interpret a clause stating 
that “no law can be contrary to the beliefs and 
provisions of the sacred religion of Islam” as 
superseding all other provisions. 

Some rare good news from Afghanistan came 
this year when two Christians, Said Musa and 
Shoaib Assadullah, who were both in prison 
facing possible execution for apostasy, were 
released. Shoaib was arrested in October 2010 
for giving a New Testament to another Afghan. 
Said was detained in May 2010 together with 
19 other Christians following a broadcast 
showing Afghans being baptised. The 
programme elicited a storm of anti-Christian 
persecution; President Karzai stated that his 
government would track down converts. Many 
were soon released, but Said was detained in 
a Kabul prison for six months, where he was 
subjected to torture and abuse. Dozens of 
Afghan Christians fled the country following the 
crackdown. Barnabas Fund sent help to some 
of those who fled.

Ask the Lord to hide the few thousand Christians in Afghanistan under shadow of His 
wings (Psalm 17:8) and protect them from all violence and persecution. Give praise for 
the release of Said and Shoaib, and pray for Christians who fled the country following 
the May 2010 crackdown that they may find a safe refuge elsewhere; pray too for those 
left in Afghanistan and in danger of their lives. Pray that Afghan officials and jurists will 
start honouring the religious freedom provisions in the 2004 constitution and that more 
rights will be introduced for minorities. Pray for a complete turn-around in the attitude of 
the government and society towards Christians.

A Taliban tank in a Taliban-controlled area 
of Afghanistan (Source: Carl Montgomery, 
Wikimedia Commons)

Afghanistan

• Afghanistan General Fund (Ref. 01-998)
• Needy and persecuted Afghan Christians (Ref. 01-901)

“Through your offspring 
all nations on earth will 
be blessed.” Genesis 22:18
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Barnabas Fund projects include: 

“As a Christian, I believe Jesus is my     
 strength. He has given me a power 

and wisdom and motivation to serve suffering 
humanity. I am ready to die and sacrifice my 
life for the principles I believe.” Shahbaz Bhatti, 
the first-ever Christian in Pakistan’s federal 
cabinet, was assassinated on 2 March 2011 in 
Islamabad by members of the Pakistani Taliban. 
Another prominent politician, Salman Taseer, a 
Muslim, was murdered by his bodyguard on 2 
January 2011. Both were killed because of their 
opposition to Pakistan’s “blasphemy law” and 
defence of Aasia Bibi, a Christian mother of five 
who has been sentenced to death under it.

Religious extremism and violence against non-
Muslims are growing in Pakistan, often fuelled 
by the notorious “blasphemy laws” and other 
forms of religious discrimination. The five million 

Christians in Pakistan, most of whom live in 
extreme poverty due to widespread social and 
legal discrimination, are regularly victims. On 
30 April 2011 around 3,000 Christians were 
forced to flee their homes in Gujranwala when 
hundreds of Muslims ransacked Christian 
property after a burnt Quran was found in the 
area. Discrimination also happened during the 
distribution of aid after the catastrophic floods 
of 2010 and the new floods in 2011, when 
Christians were sometimes left out.

The government does little to protect the 
Christian minority, and crimes against them 
often go unpunished. Christians may also face 
false accusations of many kinds, including 
under the blasphemy law. Barnabas Fund 
supports Pakistani Christian lawyers who 
provide legal aid to vulnerable Christians.

An estimated 700 Christian girls are kidnapped annually and forcibly married to their 
Muslim captors. Pray for the protection of these Christian girls and many others who 
are targets of sexual assaults by Muslim men. Ask the Lord that they may experience 

God’s nearness through their ordeal and that justice may be done for them. Pray for the 
thousands of Christians recovering from floods. Pray that the emergency aid Barnabas 
Fund sent to those stricken by the new floods will sustain them and that the monthly 
food packets and rebuilding of homes will help hundreds of Christian families restart 
their lives.

Pakistan

• Flood victims (Ref. 00-634 for disaster relief, 41-919 for sponsorship of 
Christian flood victims) • Christian lawyers helping abused Christians (Ref. 41-645) • Support for Pakistani 
Christian workers (Ref. 41-432)  • Primary schools for deprived Christian children (Ref. 41-948)

A Christmas celebration at a Christian 
women’s ministry in Pakistan that, with 
support from Barnabas, provides income-
generating training courses, literacy 
courses and workshops on women’s 
health
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“A star will come out of 
Jacob; a sceptre will rise 
out of Israel.” Numbers 24:17



• Christian schooling in India (Ref. 21-510) • Houses for homeless Christians in 
India (Ref. 21-723) • Trauma Care for Children in Orissa (Ref. 21-967)
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“Persecution against Christians has become 
a daily occurrence... There is great fear 

among the people because of the threats 
they received from the extremists.” A pastor in 
Orissa State expresses the apprehension that 
many Indian Christians have been feeling this 
past year. In the first half of 2011, 64 cases of 
violent attacks against Christians were recorded 
in India. The police are often slow to respond; 
sometimes they even take action against the 
Christian victims.  

Most of the violence comes from followers 
of Hindutva, a militant form of Hindu 
nationalism, who strive to make India into 
a religiously “pure” nation. Its political wing 
now holds or shares power in ten states 
and has been instrumental in the adoption 
in several states of anti-conversion laws 
that forbid religious conversions that use 
“force”, “fraud” or “inducement”. The laws are 
regularly misapplied, and Christians are falsely 

accused and arrested on charges of “forcible 
conversions”. 

Much of the Hindu extremist activity has 
been prompted by the remarkable growth 
of the Church in India in recent generations, 
especially amongst the Dalits. At present, 
two-thirds of India’s 27 million Christians are 
Dalits, who suffer discrimination in employment 
and live a hand-to-mouth existence because 
they are the lowest level of the caste system. 
Barnabas Fund provides a Christian education 
for hundreds of Christian Dalit children.

Orissa state was the scene of large-scale anti-
Christian violence in 2007 and 2008, and many 
thousands of Christians are still homeless. 
Barnabas Fund has reached out to alleviate the 
suffering of Christians in Orissa in many ways. 
Currently we are funding trauma counselling 
for Christian children and rebuilding houses for 
those whose homes were destroyed.

Christmas in India is celebrated with much joy and enthusiasm. Each state and ethnic 
group celebrates it in their own unique way, but most Christians decorate their houses 
with coloured paper hangings and lights and exchange gifts. In Orissa, Christians 
in villages regularly gather together at night to sing and dance together during the 
season. The evenings are filled with the sounds of Christmas songs, and instruments 
such as tabla, harmonium and sitar. Give thanks that Christians in India celebrate Jesus’ 
birth with so much joy despite the discrimination and persecution that they experience. 
Pray for their protection and that God will open the eyes of extremist Hindus that they 
may accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 

For several years Christian tsunami 
orphans in India have had a festive 
Christmas celebration with decorations, 
lights, gifts, new clothes and a cake 
thanks to funds forwarded by Barnabas

Christmas  
in India

“I will raise up your 
offspring to succeed you, 
who will come from your 
own body, and I will 
establish his kingdom.”
2 Samuel 7:12
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Barnabas Fund projects include: 

Early on a Sunday morning in June 2011 
a pastor and other Christians found their 

church building in western Sri Lanka smeared 
with human waste. After they had cleaned up 
the mess and started the morning service, 
a 200-strong mob forced their way into the 
church shouting threats and demanding that 
the service be stopped. The intruders also beat 
up one of the assistant leaders. When police 
arrived, rather than dealing with the aggressors, 
they asked the pastor to end the service. 

Sporadic but intense attacks like these, mainly 
on churches and Christians in rural areas, 
are often organised by Buddhist extremists, 
although Christians may also face pressure 
from Hindu extremists and Muslim extremists 
Christians also experience discrimination in 
taxation, employment and education. 

The tsunami of 2004 and recurring droughts 
followed by floods have reduced many 

Christians in this South Asian country to 
desperate poverty and need. Some work in 
terrible conditions on tea and rubber plantations 
in the south. The 26-year long civil war, and 
its bloody conclusion in 2009, also impacted 
the country’s Christians. Many churches and 
Christian homes in the north were damaged 
and destroyed. Barnabas is building homes and 
churches for the displaced Christians. Each 
house has an indoor kitchen, toilet and water 
supply. 

Even though the Sri Lankan constitution 
upholds freedom of religion, it gives Buddhism 
“the foremost place” and states that it is 
the “duty of the state to protect and foster 
Buddhism”. A Sinhalese Buddhist and 
nationalist lobby demands privileges for 
itself at the expense of the Christian minority 
and campaigns for laws to control religious 
conversion. 

Give praise that an anti-conversion bill put forward by the Sinhalese lobby, which 
could have been used to prevent Christians from sharing the Good News, has been 
deferred, and pray that its supporters will not bring it forward again. Pray that the 

daily needs of our suffering brothers and sisters in Sri Lanka will be met. Pray that the 
hearts of Sri Lankan extremists will be moved to stop persecuting Christians, and that 
those responsible for recent attacks will be brought to justice. Pray for students at a 
Bible College that Barnabas Fund supports that trains church leaders and workers for 
various ministries. 

Sri Lanka

• Bible college students support (Ref. 85-673) • Rebuilding Christian homes and 
churches (Ref. 85-961 for homes, 85-927 for churches)

Homeless Christian children in Sri Lanka 
doing their homework. Barnabas Fund is 
building new homes for them
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The virgin will be with 
child and will give birth 
to a son, and will call 
him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14
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“We are afraid the Burmese soldiers will 
be attacking our village at any time. 

We had to leave everything behind. We don’t 
know when it will be safe to go back.” These 
are the words of a villager from central Kachin 
in Burma (Myanmar), who was forced to flee 
after violence broke out in June 2011 between 
government forces and rebel troops when a 
17-year ceasefire was broken. Over 20,000 
Kachin people are thought to have been 
displaced by the conflict; 90% of the Kachin are 
Christians. Human rights activists are reporting 
an increased incidence of rape against Kachin 
women in this latest military action. The 
Kachin Women’s Association Thailand (KWAT) 
reported 18 cases of gang rape over an eight-
day period in June; four of the victims were 
killed after being raped.

Most Christians in Burma are members of non-
Burman ethnic minorities; they are frequently 

targeted by the military, partly for their ethnicity 
and partly for their faith. The ruling military junta 
treat Christians as the enemy, raiding jungle 
villages, destroying churches and houses and 
killing those who do not manage to escape in 
time. Many children are orphaned in this anti-
Christian violence. Barnabas Fund supports 
a home for orphans where they can receive 
a Christian education in a safe environment. 
Despite the great hardships the children have 
experienced, the atmosphere at the shelter is 
positive.

Barnabas also funded the building of a well 
and pump to provide clean water at a small 
Christian orphanage. A Barnabas Fund partner 
said, “Words cannot express how grateful 
we are. The Lord has put us to work together 
according to His purpose.” 

Give thanks that Barnabas Fund is able to support persecuted Christians in Burma 
through a variety of projects. Pray for continued safe distribution of aid to those 
families who have been forced to flee their homes. Lift to the Lord the Christian 
children who have lost one or both parents in anti-Christian violence, and pray that 
they receive love, support and protection. Thank the Lord for the faithfulness and 
courage of Christians in Burma, and pray that they may continue to worship the Lord, 
even in these difficult times.

Children at an orphanage give thanks for 
the provision of clean water by a well and 
water tank paid for by Barnabas Fund

Burma (Myanmar)

• Aid for persecuted Christians (Ref. 75-763)
• Christian orphans (Ref. 75-821)

For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given.
Isaiah 9:6
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Barnabas Fund projects include: 

Pastor Seng Aroun and three other 
Christians were arrested at a house church 

gathering in the Luang Namtha province of 
Laos on 10 July 2011. They were charged 
with assembling for worship without approval, 
and the local villagers were ordered to stop 
worshipping in private homes. They have faced 
persecution since around 400 residents were 
converted in 2002, and they have been meeting 
in homes since the authorities destroyed their 
building two years ago. 

The churches of Laos operate in a challenging 
context. They are a very small minority (only 
some 2-3%) and are acutely mistrusted by the 
Communist authorities, who regard Christianity 
as a Western import. This suspicion leads to 
various kinds of intolerance, repression and 
harassment.

The government controls or interferes in many 
of the churches’ activities. They are subject to 
restrictions in their worship and evangelism, in 
the construction and use of church buildings, 
and in the importing and distribution of Christian 
literature. Only certain Christian denominations 
are recognised by the government, and 
independent congregations are subject to more 
severe limitations than the official churches. 

Intense and brutal persecution of Christians 
may be initiated at local levels, and rural 
churches are particularly vulnerable. In some 
places Christians are threatened with expulsion 
from their villages, lose their livestock or 
land, or are denied access to education and 
medical care. Sometimes they are arrested and 
detained on false charges and may face harsh 
treatment in prison. Some local people join in 
attacking them, but others are sympathetic.

Give thanks to the Lord that despite the many difficulties that they face the churches 
of Laos are enjoying rapid growth. Pray that this may continue, and that the believers 
will stand firm in their faith. Pray that the authorities will look more favourably on the 

country’s Christians and will relieve the persecution that they suffer, giving them greater 
freedom to practise their faith in peace. Pray especially for the Christians of Katin village, 
who were driven from their homes by village officials in 2010 and are still in the jungle, 
living mainly off roots, that they may find a permanent place to settle.

Laos

• Laos General Fund (Ref. 90-740)

A Buddhist shrine in Laos. Buddhism is 
followed by around half the population
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A shoot will come up 
from the stump of Jesse; 
from his roots a Branch 
will bear fruit. Isaiah 11:1
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On Sunday 25 September 2011 a suicide 
bomber detonated explosives at a church 

in Solo, Central Java, as the Christians 
were leaving the building, and 28 people 
were injured. The bombing may have been 
a response to clashes earlier that month in 
Ambon, sparked by false rumours among 
Muslims in the area that Christians had killed a 
Muslim taxi driver.

Islamist groups who want to eliminate 
Christianity from Indonesia and bring the whole 
country under the rule of sharia have been 
waging an often violent campaign against 
Christians in recent years. Many churches have 
been destroyed and others forced to close by 
pressure and intimidation. Often the police take 
no action.

The authorities have encouraged Muslims to 
migrate into Christian-majority areas; once 

they outnumber the Christians, they can press 
for the imposition of sharia. The churches are 
burdened with restrictions on evangelism, the 
construction of buildings and involvement in 
public life. A church in Jalan Abdullah bin Nuh 
street, Bogor, West Java, had its building permit 
revoked in 2008, and the local mayor is refusing 
to allow it to re-open, saying that churches 
should not be built on streets with Islamic 
names. 

A Christian prayer ministry supported by 
Barnabas strengthens local churches across 
Indonesia. Pastors from each region gather 
for training sessions during the day and 
revival meetings in the evening. It takes the 
team several days to reach some of the 
remote islands. Our grant provides travel and 
accommodation costs, Bibles for distribution, 
and expenses for the seminars and meetings.

Give thanks to the Lord for the commitment of Indonesia’s Christians to outreach 
among the country’s Muslim population, which is the largest in the world. Pray that 
they may have wisdom and courage in fulfilling His Great Commission in the face 
of violence and restrictions. Pray that the authorities will uphold religious freedom 
and take firm action against Islamist groups that threaten the property and safety of 
Christians and want to make Indonesia into an Islamic state. Ask that the churches that 
have been attacked will be able to resume their worship and will be protected from further 
attacks. Pray too that the church in Bogor will be allowed to re-open.

The church-planting ministry of this 
Indonesian couple is sponsored by 
Barnabas Fund

Indonesia

• Church planters (Ref. 22-828) • Prayer ministry (Ref. 22-1017)

But you, Bethlehem ... 
out of you will come for 
me one who will be ruler 
over Israel. Micah 5:2
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North Korea is a nation in desperate need. 
The strict communist regime oversees a 

country that is cut off politically from the rest of 
the world. The population is shockingly poor, 
and suffering is rife. Most people do not have 
enough food for each day, and many die of 
starvation. Religious activity is tightly controlled 
and everyone is expected to adhere to the 
official ideology of Juche (self-reliance). 

Christianity is particularly feared by the 
authorities, but remarkably the Church is 
growing. There are thought to be at least 
400,000 Christians in North Korea, who live 
under constant threat of imprisonment, torture 
or execution if the authorities discover their 
Christian faith. Those who are considered to 
have acted against the state ideology may see 
their whole families placed in prison labour 

camps, notorious for brutal treatment and 
torture of inmates, sometimes to death. In May 
2010, three leaders of an underground church 
were executed and 20 Christians sent to a 
prison labour camp following a raid on a house. 

Christians also share in the poverty, 
malnutrition and shortages suffered by the 
general population. A Christian bakery ministry 
provides bread for hungry children (including 
Christian children) as well as jobs for North 
Korean Christians. Barnabas Fund supports 
this ministry, providing money to purchase 
ingredients such as flour along with fuel and 
other utilities for the bakery and wages for the 
staff. Bread rolls are given away free to children 
aged 4 to 13 in local schools. These bakeries 
provide a much-needed source of work and 
food in dire circumstances.

Pray that our suffering brothers and sisters in North Korea will remain faithful to the 
Lord as they endure harsh and repressive conditions. Give thanks for the growth 
of the churches, and pray that the Lord will continue to sustain the hundreds of 

underground fellowships that exist in the country. Pray for the families of those who are 
in prison camps and for those who mourn the murdered leaders. Pray that all Christians 
will continue to meet together and share fellowship and encouragement with each other, 
and that the Lord will grant them protection.

North Korea

• Christian bakery project (Ref. 86-642)

Bakeries supported by Barnabas are 
brave ventures in a country where 
sharing the Gospel can costs lives 
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But when the time had 
fully come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman.
Galatians 4:4
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Shouwang Church, one of the largest 
unregistered churches (“house churches”) 

in Beijing, was evicted from its leased meeting 
space by the government in April. The 
authorities had repeatedly blocked the church’s 
attempts to rent or buy premises for holding 
services. So the Christians took the bold 
decision to worship in public, and at the time of 
writing they have been meeting in an open-air 
plaza for six months. As a result, many church 
members have been detained, placed under 
house arrest or deprived of their homes and 
jobs. 

The Chinese government regard the house 
churches as “unstable social elements” that 
threaten the building of a “harmonious society”. 
Often their leaders are arrested and thrown into 
jail for extended periods, where they may be 
beaten or tortured. Their members may also be 
subject to violent attacks. A report published this 

year showed that persecution of the country’s 
Christians increased every year between 2005 
and 2010.

The authorities permit the practice of 
Christianity only under the authority of the 
national, state-controlled churches, and the 
activities of these denominations are tightly 
controlled. Because religious belief is seen 
as incompatible with Communist Party 
membership, even Christians in the state 
churches are denied access to almost all high-
level jobs.

Yet despite the restrictions and persecution, 
the Chinese churches are growing very rapidly. 
Reliable figures are unavailable, but even the 
authorities admit that there are over 50 million 
in the unregistered churches, in addition to the 
same number in the official denominations. The 
real number may be twice as high.

Praise the Lord for the remarkable growth of the Chinese churches in recent decades, 
and pray that this may be maintained. Pray for our brothers and sisters as they face 
discrimination and restrictions, and especially for those who suffer more acute forms 
of persecution. Pray for the release of Pastor Shi Enhao, a senior house church leader, 
and for Gao Zhisheng, a Christian lawyer, who are both in detention; Gao’s wife does not 
even know if he is still alive. Earlier this year house church pastors petitioned the Chinese 
parliament calling for religious freedom. Pray that the authorities will respond positively by 
relieving the pressure on the country’s Christians.

The members of Shouwang Church in 
Beijing have worshipped in the open 
for the last six months, in all weathers 
(Source: www.ChinaAid.org and 
www.HelpSw.org)

China

• China General Fund (Ref. 09-780) • Support for family of Alimujiang Yimiti, a 
convert from Islam in prison for his Christian activities (Ref. 09-879)

Christ Jesus ... being 
in very nature God, did 
not consider equality 
with God something to 
be grasped, but made 
himself nothing.  
Philippians 2:5-7
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In September 2011 a Syrian sheikh issued a 
chilling threat that all those who are opposing 

the current uprising in the country will be “torn 
apart, chopped up and fed to the dogs”. His 
words may well have been aimed partly at 
Syrian Christians, who have been well treated 
and enjoyed a good measure of religious 
freedom under President Assad. 

In recent years it has perhaps been easier to 
be a Christian in Syria than anywhere else in 
the Arab world, and the country has also thrown 
open its borders to hundreds of thousands 
of Christian refugees from neighbouring Iraq. 
The churches have been able to worship and 
practise their faith largely without interference, 
and they have received various benefits from 
the government. 

Syrian Christians have not been immune 
from restrictions under the current regime, 

but they are concerned that a post-Assad 
Syria could be a much more menacing place. 
Rule by the Sunni Muslim majority could lead 
to suppression of the country’s minorities, 
including Christians, and the growing influence 
of militant Islamists could generate hostility and 
violence against the churches.

In Syria Christians meet at home on Christmas 
Eve, inviting their close family and sometimes 
extended family too. They cook their best 
dishes and try to make the food as delicious as 
possible, using whatever fruit is in season. After 
their church services and events the Christians 
gather again for lunch on Christmas Day and 
share family and church news. Christians 
give gifts at Christmas, and in some Christian 
communities celebrations happen in the streets, 
with Christmas trees and coloured lights.

Pray for Syria’s Christians as they seek the Lord’s wisdom in these challenging 
and difficult days, that they may know how best to respond to the developing 
crisis in their country. Pray that He will protect them from harm during the present 

unrest. Pray too that any political change will be for the better, leading to a relaxing 
of restrictions on their activities. Pray that the benefits that the churches enjoy will 
not be withdrawn and that Islamists will not wreak havoc on the Christian community. 
Ask for the Lord’s blessing on Barnabas projects in Syria, especially our support for 
impoverished Christian refugees from Iraq.

Christmas  
in Syria

• Emergency aid for Christians in Syria affected by 2011 crisis (Ref. 49-1022)  
 • Iraqi Christian refugees in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon (Ref. 20-383)

Barnabas Fund provides support for Iraqi 
Christian refugees in Syria at Christmas
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For God was pleased to 
have all his fulness dwell 
in him. Colossians 1:19
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In June 2011 a pastor in Kazakhstan, Yerzhan 
Ushanov, was charged with harming the 

health of a sick man who visited his church. He 
prayed for healing but was later accused by the 
man’s wife of using hypnosis. Church members 
say that officers planted evidence against the 
pastor in his home; they also warned him to 
leave town for good. The authorities seem to 
be targeting the church: a secret police officer 
visits it regularly. Other churches from the same 
denomination have also been harassed this 
year.

Churches in Kazakhstan face severe 
restrictions. All denominations are supposed 
to register, but this enables the authorities 
to interfere with their churches. Thus many 
congregations remain unregistered, but then 
they may suffer harassment and judicial 
penalties for unauthorised religious activities. 
In September 2011 the country’s parliament 

passed legislation introducing even tighter 
controls over religious groups. These include 
stricter registration requirements, further 
limitations on children’s ministry and the 
distribution of literature, and the provision of 
detailed information about churches’ leaders 
and beliefs. 

Yet despite these hindrances, the churches 
are experiencing sustained growth, with 
thousands of converts among ethnic Kazakhs, 
a traditionally Muslim people group. But 
converts may face pressure from their Muslim 
neighbours to return to Islam. 

Barnabas Fund has recently given grants 
for the completion of one church building in 
Kazakhstan and the repair of another. We have 
also provided some Kazakh Bibles, and we 
assist with the production costs of a children’s 
magazine in Kazakh.

Give thanks for the spread of the Gospel in Kazakhstan. Pray for new believers, 
especially those from a Muslim background, that the Lord will establish them firmly 
in their faith. Pray too for those who proclaim the Word to them and that the literature 
funded by Barnabas will make a powerful impact. Pray that the new restrictions on 
Christian activities will not be implemented strictly, and that the government will give 
greater freedom to Christians to practise their faith. Pray too for the churches that are 
currently experiencing harassment, and for Christians who have been falsely accused of 
crimes, that justice may be done for them.

Barnabas helps with the costs of a 
popular Christian children’s magazine in 
Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan

• Kazakhstan General Fund (Ref. 24-775)  • Children’s Christian magazines in 
Central Asia (Ref. 80-664)

For the grace of God 
has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all. 
Titus 2:11 (NRSV)
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For Kyrgyzstan, the turbulent year of 2010 
brought a revolution and a new constitution 

guaranteeing more religious freedom. Yet 
in 2011 the country’s Christians continue to 
experience restrictions and discrimination. 
Kyrgyzstan’s repressive religion law, passed 
in 2009, requires each congregation to apply 
for registration, a cumbersome process that 
can take several years to complete. It also 
forbids the distribution of religious literature 
and materials in public locations and places 
significant restrictions on evangelism. 

However, the new central government 
established after last year’s revolution is weak 
and does not have the power to enforce the law 
consistently. Although many Christian groups 
have experienced severe problems due to the 
law, others have enjoyed more freedom than 
they expected.    

In rural areas the power vacuum is often filled 
by Muslims, who strongly influence village 
elders to make life hard for Christians. Despite 
a law obliging villages to allocate land for 
Christian burial, local Muslims and village 
councils regularly refuse to allow converts 
from Islam to Christianity to be buried in their 
villages. Leaving Islam is seen as betraying 
one’s Kyrgyz identity and family, and ethnic 
Kyrgyz who convert from Islam to Christianity 
often face severe pressure and threats from 
family and local communities.

In the first half of 2011 a Christian mother of 
five was given a difficult choice by her Muslim 
mother-in-law after her Christian husband died: 
either renounce her Christian faith or be turned 
out of her home together with her children. 
When the widow stood firm in her faith and lost 
her home, Barnabas funded the purchase of a 
home for her family.

Many Christians are leaving Kyrgyzstan owing to chronic poverty and unemployment. 
Pray that Christians strong in the Lord will be raised up to lead the churches. Ask the 
Lord to bless a Bible school supported by Barnabas Fund, which equips students 

to become church leaders and missionaries in their own country. Pray that the new 
government will repeal the religion law and uphold its commitment to freedom of religion. 
Pray for peace between the different ethnic groups, especially the ethnic Kyrgyz and 
ethnic Uzbeks, and that Muslims will allow family members to become Christians without 
harassing them.

Kyrgyzstan

• Kyrgyzstan General Fund (Ref. 26-849)  • Bible School (Ref. 26-774)   
• Church buildings (Ref. 26-895)

Muslims in rural areas regularly obstruct 
Christian converts from Islam from 
burying their dead in local cemeteries
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The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the 
exact representation of 
his being. Hebrews 1:3
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“I have prepared an axe for you, which will 
be flying after you, observing you, and if 

need be get you.” This was the threat made 
by a senior police officer in April 2011 to Anvar 
Rajapov, a Christian in Uzbekistan. Mr Rajapov 
was fined 80 times the minimum monthly wage 
for evangelising and holding illegal religious 
meetings following a raid on his home in 
Tashkent. Local Christians believe Mr Rajapov 
was targeted because he had left Islam to 
follow Christ.

Uzbekistan is officially a secular state, but a 
strict religion law severely limits all religious 
activities, making it one of the most restrictive 
countries for religious freedom in Central Asia. 
Police frequently raid all types of Christian 
gatherings, from those held in churches to 
meetings taking place in private homes. 
Examples of harassment in 2011 include 
these: a Baptist church in Tashkent was raided; 

Bibles were seized and the Bible Society of 
Uzbekistan was fined over the importing of 
Bibles; and a Christian woman was fined for 
giving a children’s Bible to a work colleague. 

Barnabas has provided funding to support 
theological training conferences in Uzbekistan 
to equip church leaders to minister in a context 
of rising persecution and injustice. We have 
also funded projects to help Christian converts 
from Islam to set up small businesses that 
enable them to earn a living. We supported 
Pastor David (Dmitri) Shestakov and his family 
during his time in prison. David was released 
on 24 January 2011 after serving four years 
at a remote labour camp for “incitement to 
religious hatred”. Since his release, he has 
been under “administrative supervision”, which 
includes a curfew and a ban on visiting public 
places. Local Christians fear this is intended to 
suppress him and his church. 

Pray for Christians in Uzbekistan as they endure harassment, threats and raids. Pray 
for an end to the persecution, for compassion from the authorities and for a change 
in the law so that Christians will be allowed to meet together for fellowship without 
fear of punishment. Ask for the Lord’s protection over His people in this country, and 
pray that the Church will continue to grow. Give thanks for David’s release, but pray for 
strength for him and his family as they endure the added restrictions placed upon him 
since his release.

Barnabas Fund supports ministry among 
Muslims in Uzbekistan, where religious 
activity is severely restricted

Uzbekistan

• Uzbekistan General Fund (Ref. 57-776)

This is how God showed 
his love among us: He 
sent his one and only 
Son into the world that 
we might live through 
him. 1 John 4:9
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“The people are living behind locked 
doors. Threats and insults are daily 

occurrences... Fear rules over all situations 
and in all places,” wrote a Barnabas Fund 
partner about the desperate situation of Iraq’s 
beleaguered Christian community.

Since the bloody siege at a Baghdad church 
in October 2010 that left more than 50 people 
dead, more Christians have been killed and 
Christian neighbourhoods targeted. In August 
2011, five churches were targeted with bombs 
in the space of three weeks; two exploded, 
damaging the church buildings. Less than two 
months later, two Christians were murdered in 
northern Iraq. An anonymous source in Kirkuk 
said, “The attacks on Christians continue and 
the world remains totally silent. It’s as if we’ve 
been swallowed up by the night.”

Iraq’s Christians have endured repeated attacks 
since the US-led invasion in 2003. Hundreds of 

thousands have been forced to flee as a result; 
the number of Christians has fallen from 1.5 
million in 1990 to perhaps as low as 400,000 
today. Barnabas Fund helps to feed needy Iraqi 
Christians, both those in their homeland and 
those who have fled to neighbouring countries 
as refugees.  
 
Barnabas has also helped this year with fuel 
for generators for three churches, guards for 
two churches, hire of buses to take children 
to Sunday school, and support for a Christian 
radio station.

In July, Christians responded defiantly to the 
violence by opening the first new church in the 
country since the 2003 US-led invasion. The 
church and complex were built on land in Kirkuk 
donated by the Iraqi government and using 
donations, including US$10,000 from President 
Jalal Talabani. 

Give thanks for the rare positive news of the new church in Kirkuk and for the 
determination of Iraqi Christians to maintain a Christian presence in their homeland, 
despite the daily pressure and hostility they face. Pray for protection for Iraq’s 

Christian community, and pray that they may stand firm and continue to affirm their faith 
in Christ. Pray that all those members of our Christian family who have lost loved ones in 
violence in Iraq will find peace and comfort in the Lord Jesus. Pray for peace and stability, 
law and order in Iraq and that our brothers and sisters will be able to live without fear of 
being targeted.

Iraq

• Feeding Iraqi Christians in Iraq (Ref. 20-246)
• Feeding Iraqi Christian refugees (Ref. 20-383)

Barnabas Fund supports Iraqi Christians 
who have fled their homes in the wake of 
anti-Christian violence by providing them 
with monthly food parcels
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No-one has ever seen 
God, but God the One 
and Only, who is at the 
Father’s side, has made 
him known. John 1:18
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Libya has been much in the news during  
 2011. The uprising against its long-time 

leader, Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, was initially 
hailed by some commentators as another 
triumph of the so-called “Arab Spring”, heralding 
the advent of religious freedom. But these 
hopes are threatened by the powerful influence 
of Islamists upon the new regime. Supporters of 
Al-Qaeda, held in check by Gaddafi’s regime, 
are already assuming prominent roles.

A draft constitution, published recently, makes 
Islam the religion of the state and sharia the 
principal source of legislation. Although it also 
offers a measure of religious freedom for non-
Muslims, this amounts to no more than freedom 
to worship; the right to share one’s Christian 
faith with a non-Muslim, already denied under 
Gaddafi, is not included, nor any guarantees 
against discrimination or other restrictions.

The churches of Libya are composed almost 
entirely of expatriates, many from sub-Saharan 
Africa. They had been free to worship largely 
without harassment, but when the violence 
erupted, thousands of Christians tried to flee 
the country; some churches in Tripoli lost more 
than 95% of their members. Some were left 
stranded at the coast, in danger from rebel 
gunmen who assumed they were supporters 
of Gaddafi, while some of those who remained 
became virtual prisoners in their own homes. 
The churches may lack the capacity as well as 
the freedom to grow under the new regime.

The small number of converts from Islam 
to Christianity were already vulnerable and 
isolated, under great pressure from families and 
communities. They will be in even greater peril 
if the country is given a more Islamic character.

Pray for the restoration of peace and stability to Libya, and that the tumultuous 
political changes of 2011 will bring greater freedom to all its citizens. Pray for the 
churches as they seek to worship and witness with much reduced numbers, that 
the Lord will make His power perfect in their weakness. Pray too for the protection of 
Christians who have fled their homes and are trapped inside Libya or living as refugees 
in other countries. Ask the Lord to bless and strengthen Christian converts from Islam, 
that they may stand firm in Him in the face of danger and insecurity.

A large proportion of Tripoli’s Christians 
have fled the city during this year’s civil 
war (Source: Bryn Jones, Wikimedia 
Commons)

Libya

• Needy Christians in Libya (Ref. 30-973)

“I have come into the 
world as a light, so that 
no-one who believes 
in me should stay in 
darkness.” John 12:46
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South Sudan became the world’s newest 
nation on 9 July, amid much hope and 

optimism among its mainly Christian population. 
They are looking forward to greater freedom 
and peace after the 21-year civil war that 
ravaged their region as the North fought to 
Islamise and Arabise it.

Yet the new country faces formidable 
challenges. Its basic infrastructure was 
destroyed in the war; millions of its people 
were killed or displaced, and many of those 
who remain live in acute poverty. Violence and 
insecurity continue: rebel fighting has caused 
the deaths of some 1,500 people this year.

Christians in Sudan (formerly the North of 
Sudan), which is predominantly Muslim, were 
under severe pressure even before the South 
became independent. Sharia is already in force 
there, and the churches endure discrimination 
and many restrictions. But the president of 
Sudan, Omar al-Bashir, has declared his 

intention to reinforce its hard-line Islamic and 
Arab character.  

Some pastors have been warned not to 
conduct church services, on pain of death, 
while some churches are closing their schools 
and considering emigration to the South. The 
Sudanese military have also attacked the 
border regions of Abyei and South Kordofan 
in what some church leaders believe to be a 
campaign of ethnic cleansing. Churches have 
been burned down, Christians targeted and 
pastors tortured.

Barnabas Fund is supporting a women’s 
prison ministry that provides relief, medical 
care and encouragement for Christian women 
imprisoned in Sudan, mostly for breaking 
sharia. Our grant also paid for the release of 
17 inmates, who were then able to leave for 
the South. We also help with schooling for 
displaced Christian children, microfinance 
projects in South Sudan and other needs.

Give thanks for the independence of South Sudan and for greater freedom for its 
Christian citizens, and pray that their hopes for their new nation will be fulfilled. Pray 
too for the establishing of a viable state in the South, for the relief of poverty and 

an end to the current bloodshed. Pray for the Christian minority that remains in Sudan, 
especially for those who have been brutally attacked in the border regions, asking the 
Lord to protect His people and turn the hearts of the Sudanese government to show 
them greater respect. Pray for peace between the two nations.

Sudan and  
South Sudan

• Christian schools for displaced children (Ref. 48-344)
• Christian prison ministry (Ref. 48-575)

Assembly at a school in Sudan supported 
by Barnabas Fund
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“You will be with child 
and give birth to a son... 
He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the 
Most High.”  Luke 1:31-32
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Thousands of Christians were forced to flee 
their homes in Asendabo, Jimma Zone, 

western Ethiopia, in early March 2011 when 
Muslims accused a Christian of desecrating 
a copy of the Quran. In the following days, 
a mob rampaged through five districts in the 
predominantly Muslim area, looting property 
and torching at least 69 churches, scores of 
homes and a Bible school. Three Christians 
died, and dozens more were injured. Barnabas 
Fund provided emergency aid for some of 
the 10,000 Christians made homeless in the 
violence.

Ethiopia has considered itself a Christian 
country since the fourth century, but in recent 
years Muslim extremism has gained influence, 
and violence against Christians, especially 
in Muslim-majority areas, has increased. Yet 
in this context, Muslims are coming to Christ: 

60 Ethiopian missionaries from a Muslim 
background, all supported by Barnabas, are 
bringing thousands of new believers to Christ in 
isolated, rural parts of the country. 

Christmas in Ethiopia is a time for family and 
friends to gather together. The celebration of 
Christ’s birth is called Ganna, and it is a time 
of attending church, visiting family, feasting, 
and playing games. Male members of the 
family play a game (also called ganna) similar 
to hockey, which is played with a curved stick 
and a round wooden ball. It is one of the oldest 
and most popular outdoor sports, and legend 
has it that shepherds were playing ganna when 
the angels announced the birth of Christ. On 
Christmas Day, a traditional chicken stew called 
doro wat is prepared. Ganna is traditionally not 
a time of giving presents.

Give thanks for the Christian community in Ethiopia, which is the only Christian-
majority country in the Horn of Africa. Pray that the increase in the influence of 
extremist Islamic ideologies will be stopped and that the Church will have strength 
and wisdom to counter the growing Islamisation of the country. Pray for those 
Christians living in Muslim-majority contexts, that they will feel the Lord’s presence and 
know that He is their strong tower (Psalm 61:3). Pray for comfort for those who were 
made homeless and those who were injured or lost loved ones in the violence in March, 
and pray that they will be able to show Christ’s love and forgiveness to their Muslim 
neighbours. 

On Christmas Day, a Christian school 
in Ethiopia supported by Barnabas 
Fund organised a celebratory lunch 
for the children followed by a spiritual 
programme 

Christmas  
in Ethiopia

• Ethiopia General Fund (Ref. 13-920)

“The rising sun will 
come to us from heaven 
to shine on those living 
in darkness and in the 
shadow of death.”  
Luke 1:78-79
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Six hundred prisoners are packed into a 
cell measuring 40 by 38 feet, where they 

cannot lie down. They are fed two pieces of 
bread three times a day. Many are so thirsty 
owing to lack of water that their tongues stick to 
the roofs of their mouths. A bucket constantly 
spills over with human waste. Sometimes they 
hear screaming, and their fellow detainees are 
brought back to the cell by security officials 
badly bruised and bleeding from torture.

Thousands of Christians are believed to be 
imprisoned without trial in Eritrea’s detention 
system, which is notorious for its cruelty. In 
an attempt to pressure them into renouncing 
their faith, the authorities sometimes withhold 
medical treatment from them; at least three are 
reported to have died for this reason in the last 
two years.

The government of Eritrea regards Christians 
as a threat to national unity because they 
give their ultimate allegiance to God. Only 
four Christian groups are officially recognised, 
and members of non-registered groups are 
relentlessly harassed; most of their leaders are 
imprisoned. Even the recognised churches are 
subject to extensive control.

Many Christians have fled to escape the 
repression, and hundreds arrive in Egypt every 
month. Some end up in prison or as hostages 
in the hands of traffickers. Barnabas Fund is 
providing aid to the refugees, including basic 
necessities for Christian prisoners, legal costs 
to secure their release, and medical expenses. 
We also helped four seriously injured Christian 
women who were abandoned by traffickers in 
the Sinai desert.

Pray for Eritrean Christians as they serve Christ at risk of their liberty or even their 
lives. Pray especially for those imprisoned in appalling conditions in their own 
country, that He will sustain them in their ordeal and that they may soon be released; 

pray too for the families and churches of the believers who have recently died in custody. 
Remember also before God those who have fled into Egypt in the hope of reaching Israel, 
particularly those who are in jail or captivity, that they will know His presence with them. 
Pray that Eritrea’s rulers will relieve the pressure on the churches and give them freedom 
to worship and share the Gospel.

Eritrea

• Eritrea General Fund (Ref. 12-996)  
• Prisoners’ families and pastors (Ref. 12-863)  • Eritrean refugees in Egypt (Ref. 12-954)

Eritrea has some impressive church 
buildings, but it is one of the worst 
persecutors of Christians in the world 
(Source: KH, Wikimedia Commons)
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“You are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from 
their sins.” Matthew 1:21
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The turmoil in Egypt during 2011 has 
caused grievous distress for the country’s 

Christians. The toppling of former President 
Mubarak in February seemed to offer some 
prospect of greater freedoms, but the grim 
sequence of subsequent events has largely 
dashed these hopes.

The recent alarming surge in violent attacks 
on Christian individuals and communities 
has intensified since the spring revolution. 
Christians have been killed and injured by 
Muslim mobs, and their churches have 
been damaged or destroyed. The military 
government has done little to protect them, 
and the security forces have brutally assaulted 
Christians who were protesting peacefully 
against the attacks. In one incident on 9 
October, at least 25 people, most of them 
Christians, were killed in violent clashes in Cairo 
instigated in part by Islamists. Around 100,000 
Christians have emigrated since March.

The leading Islamic party in Egypt, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, has formed an alliance with a 

radical Salafist party to contest the forthcoming 
elections. These hard-line groups have grown 
in strength and influence and are expected to 
do well at the polls. One of their spokesmen 
said, “Allah’s words must rule and Islam must 
be in the hearts of the citizens.”

For years Egyptian Christians have suffered 
discrimination; most wealthy Christians have 
left the country and the majority of those who 
remain live in extreme poverty. They have 
struggled with crippling restrictions and violence 
related to the construction and repair of church 
buildings. Converts from Islam have been 
acutely vulnerable. This year’s events suggest 
that the Christians’ plight is unlikely to be 
relieved in the near future.

Barnabas has funded many projects in Egypt. A 
recent grant supported a large-scale income-
generating project that transformed more than 
80 acres of desert into green farmland. The 
new farm is now self-sufficient and provides 
employment for 80 to 100 Christian workers.

Pray for the Christians of Egypt in the midst of rapid and threatening political change. Ask 
the Lord to overrule in the elections and drafting of a new constitution, that this process 
will limit the influence of Islamism and guarantee freedom and equality for all Egyptian 
citizens. Pray that the authorities will take action to protect Christians from violent attacks 
and to bring those responsible to justice. Pray too that the Christians will respond to hostility 
in a Christ-like way, loving and forgiving their enemies in His Name. Ask for the Lord’s special 
blessing on those living in poverty and on converts from Islam.

This farming enterprise in Egypt breeds 
cows, chickens and lambs on reclaimed 
desert land, and the Christian workers sell 
their produce in a small market shop

Egypt

• Egypt General Fund (Ref. 11-910) • Feeding needy families (Ref. 11-220)  
 • Agricultural training and job creation (Ref. 11-926) • Solar panels for garbage village (Ref. 11-1001)

She gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a 
manger. Luke 2:7
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Somalia is currently Africa’s most failed state, 
and a harsh and highly dangerous place to 

be a Christian. In the absence of an effective 
central government since the fall of former 
dictator Siad Barre in 1991, the country has 
been mired in chaos, anarchy and violence, 
ruled by insurgents, warlords and clan-based 
militias. The tiny Christian minority, all converts 
from Islam, meet in secret or follow Jesus in 
isolation. 

The weak and corrupt Transitional Federal 
Government (TFG) has control only over the 
capital, Mogadishu, and remote pockets of 
some other regions. But as it has adopted a 
version of sharia, including the death penalty 
for apostasy, conditions for Christians are bad 
even in these areas. 

Most abuses against Christians are carried out 
by al-Shabaab, a radical Islamist militia group 
that has claimed affiliation with al-Qaeda since 
2007 and controls most of southern Somalia. 
Their goal is to turn Somalia into an Islamic 
state. They impose an extremely strict version 
of sharia in these regions and aim to “cleanse” 
Somali society of so-called “moral pollution”. 

Many converts from Islam are martyred for their 
faith. The body of a Christian man, whose head 
had been severed and put on his chest, was 
found in September 2011. Last year a Somali 
teenage girl was repeatedly tied to a tree by 
her Muslim parents for converting from Islam 
to Christianity and was beaten severely when 
she refused to recant her Christian faith. Three 
months later she was shot and killed by two 
unidentified men at the home where she had 
taken refuge.

Pray for protection and fellowship opportunities for the Christians in Somalia. Ask 
the Lord to establish a wise, just and strong government that will restore order 
and guarantee freedom of religion for Christians. Pray for Somalis who have been 

suffering from the worst drought in the country in six decades and acute food shortages 
since the summer of 2011, and pray that crops will be successful in the coming years. 
Pray that the spread of epidemics amongst famine victims will be stopped. 

Somalia

• Somalia General Fund (Ref. 47-840)

A Somali child in the streets of Mogadishu, 
capital of Somalia
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“Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has 
been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11
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Behind the island “paradise” lies a darker reality 
for all Maldivian residents who are not Muslims. 
In terms of religious freedom the collection of 
over 200 islands south-west of India is one of 
the most restrictive countries in the world. 

The country’s law requires all citizens to be 
Muslims; non-Muslims may not vote or hold 
public positions. All government regulations are 
based on its interpretation of sharia. The media 
is banned from producing or broadcasting 
any programme “that humiliates Allah or his 
prophets or the holy Quran”. In October 2009 
Sheikh Shaheem Ali Saeed, state minister 
of Islamic affairs, said that places of worship 
for non-Muslim religions could not be built 
in the country: “We will not accept it under 
any circumstances. It cannot be done. All 
Maldivians are Muslims.”

The very small number of indigenous Christians 
are ostracised, discriminated against and 
carefully watched. They practise their faith 
individually and in extreme secrecy for fear 
of being discovered. In 2010 a handful of 
Maldivians identified themselves as Christians 
in blogs. 

Christians among the 100,000 foreign workers 
and 675,000 tourists who visit the island 
annually are allowed to practise their faith 
only in private. They may not share their faith 
with Maldivians or worship with them, and are 
immediately deported or arrested if caught. 
It is also illegal to carry or display in public 
books on religions other than Islam. In October 
2011 a Christian teacher from India who was 
working in a school on Raa Attol was arrested 
for transferring Christian songs on to a school 
laptop and keeping a Bible in his home. At the 
time of writing he was still detained in prison.

Ask the Lord to strengthen the few Maldivian Christians, who are living out their faith 
in secrecy. Pray that they will find ways to grow in that faith and to tell the Good News 
to their neighbours. Pray too for expatriate Christians, who are also severely restricted, 
that they may be encouraged in their faith and find ways of sharing it with Maldivian 
Muslims. Pray that the growth of Islamism in the last seven years will stop. Pray that 
God’s truth and light will shine into the hearts of all Maldivians and that the government 
will cease its repression and allow Christians to live in peace and freedom.

Christian tourists visiting this tropical 
paradise may worship only in private. If 
they are caught sharing their faith with 
Maldivians they are immediately arrested 
or deported (Source: azaldin, Flickr)

Maldives

“Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those 
whom he favours!”
Luke 2:14 (NRSV)
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Recent events in Nigeria have increased the 
problems faced by Christians in the North 

and Middle Belt. Christians found themselves 
on the receiving end of yet more hostility and 
violence following the re-election of Christian 
president Goodluck Jonathan in April 2011. 
Enraged supporters of the defeated Muslim 
candidate from the North, Muhammadu Buhari, 
went on the rampage, claiming the poll was 
rigged, though international observers called 
this election the fairest in decades. Scores 
of people were killed in the unrest, but the 
violence has raged on throughout the year, 
with Christians and churches coming under 
sustained attack across the volatile Plateau 
State. The Islamist militant group Boko Haram 
has claimed responsibility for much of the 
violence.

Nigeria is a nation divided between a strongly 
Muslim (about 93%) North and a mainly 
Christian (about 80%) South. The population 
of the Middle Belt states is more evenly 

mixed. Christians in the North have suffered 
discrimination for many years, with restrictions 
on church buildings and poor treatment of their 
children in schools. Elements of sharia have 
been introduced in twelve Northern states 
and Christians have to submit to it in certain 
respects.

Barnabas Fund sent aid to Christians who 
were affected by the violence in 2011, which 
saw up to 15,000 people displaced. On 18 
April 2011 an entire Christian village in Kaduna 
State was reduced to ashes by a Muslim mob 
and its water supply contaminated with pepper, 
firewood, clothes and other rubbish. Barnabas 
sent funds to help the residents of the village to 
rebuild their homes and provide a new borehole 
for drinking water. A local partner told us that 
the donations greatly encouraged the recipients 
and they were glad that “...the body of Christ 
thought of them and acted in goodwill towards 
them”. 

Pray for the Christians of Plateau State and elsewhere in Nigeria, who are being 
targeted because of their faith, that the Lord will rescue them and protect them. Lift 
to the Lord those who have been injured or lost loved ones in anti-Christian violence, 

and pray that they will be comforted in their grief and be given grace to forgive. Give 
thanks that despite the violence the Church in Nigeria is dynamic and growing, and pray 
that the Lord will give them courage and empower them to respond to the attacks in a 
Christ-like way. Pray for peace between Muslim and Christian communities, and pray that 
President Jonathan will govern with justice and righteousness.

Nigeria

• Nigeria General Fund (Ref. 39-970)
• Victims of anti-Christian violence in Jos (Ref. 39-772)

Women survey the damage following 
anti-Christian violence in Northern Nigeria 
in 2011 
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Magi from the east came 
to Jerusalem and asked, 
“Where is the one who 
has been born king of the 
Jews?” Matthew 2:1-2
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The Lord has worked in a remarkable way in 
recent decades in this Muslim-majority country. 
The Church is growing tremendously as 
Muslims, young and old, commit their lives to 
Christ. Many live in the Kabylie region, but new 
churches are appearing throughout Algeria. It 
is estimated that there are now at least 50,000 
to 60,000 Christians in the country. But threats 
and attacks against Christians have also been 
increasing in some areas.

Algerian law forbids evangelism amongst 
Muslims, and a fine or imprisonment is the 
penalty for those who are caught. Anyone 
who distributes material that could “shake the 
faith” of a Muslim will also be punished. In 
May 2011 Siagh Krimo, an Algerian Christian, 
was sentenced to five years in jail for giving 
a Christian CD to his Muslim neighbour. 

Christians are also sometimes harassed and 
threatened by Islamists and zealous officials. 

In a wonderful turn of events, the country’s 
largest Protestant group, the Algerian 
Protestant Church Association (EPA), received 
a licence from the government in July 2011 
granting all of its affiliated churches the right 
to meet and worship freely and to manage 
property for Christian activities. This cancelled 
out a threatening notice from the police 
received in May 2011 and saying that all 
unregistered churches would be closed down. 
Unregistered Christian groups and churches 
have often faced great problems in obtaining 
official recognition from the government and 
local authorities, who sometimes leave the 
applications pending for more than four years.

Give thanks for the growth of the church in the past 20 years. Pray that Christians 
will continue to share their faith boldly and that the Church will keep on growing 
throughout the country. Praise God that the country’s largest Protestant group is now 
free to worship and have their own property, and pray that more Christian groups 
will receive official recognition. Pray that those who are opposed to Christians, whether 
in positions of authority or not, will change their attitude and recognise Christians as a 
positive influence in Algerian society. Pray for God’s protection to be over our brothers 
and sisters and that Islamist pressure and violence against them will be resisted by the 
authorities.

Snack-time at a Barnabas Fund-
supported Christian nursery in Algeria

Algeria

• Training Christians for ministry (Ref. 02-036 short courses, 02-935 part-time 
Bible school, 02-837 higher level theological training) • Church buildings (Ref. 02-367)

They saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and 
worshipped him.
Matthew 2:11
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The birth of a baby should always be a cause 
for joy and celebration as a new life comes into 
the world. But two thousand years ago there 
was extra special reason to celebrate as a tiny 
baby was born who would soon become the 
Saviour of the world (1 John 4:14). 

The Gospels recount the birth of Jesus in 
humble circumstances. While Mary and Joseph 
are in Bethlehem, the time comes for her to 
deliver her child. She wraps the newborn baby 
in cloths and lays him in a manger because 
there is no room available for the travellers in 
the inn. The baby’s first visitors are a group of 
shepherds, among the most despised people 
in Israel.

The life of the infant Jesus is threatened when 
King Herod receives news that another king 
has been born in Bethlehem. He plans to 
destroy the child, and Joseph must flee to a 
neighbouring country with his family to preserve 
Jesus’ life. 

This familiar story resonates today in the 
experience of Christ’s people in Bethlehem, 
and throughout the Holy Land. Their homeland 

has long been racked by wars and uprisings 
generated by competing claims to the territory, 
and they are caught in a conflict that is not of 
their making. In many places they live amidst 
violence and acute insecurity. 

In the 1950s, 90% of Bethlehem’s population 
were Christian, but today, the Christian 
population is estimated at only 30%. The 
economy of Bethlehem is heavily dependent 
on the tourist trade, but after the second 
Palestinian intifada (uprising) began in 2000, 
tourist numbers dropped. Many Christians were 
employed in the tourist trade and therefore lost 
their jobs. Tourism has now begun to pick up 
in Bethlehem, and at present, more Christians 
have employment than at any time since 2000. 

Despite this, living conditions in the Bethlehem 
area are not easy, and Christians can also 
face discrimination and other pressures. 
Prices are also continuously rising. Barnabas 
Fund supports a school in Bethlehem that 
enables children from Christian families to get a 
Christian education, even if they cannot afford 
to pay anything towards the fees. The head-
teacher at the school says that remembering 

Holy Land

A church at Shepherds’ Field, Beit Sahour, 
Bethlehem, which is thought by some to 
be the place where the shepherds were 
watching their flocks when the angels 
appeared to them (Source: Antoine 
Taveneaux, Wikimedia Commons)
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The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen 
his glory. John 1:14 
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Bethlehem is where Jesus lived is what makes 
them strong and determined to stay in the area. 
The school has an outstanding reputation for its 
teaching and continues to grow.

Christmas in Christ’s birthplace has special 
significance for Christians all over the world. 
This small but extremely important town is 
ablaze with flags and decorations at Christmas 
time each year. The usual Western customs 
such as singing carols, exchanging gifts and 
visiting family and friends are observed in 
Bethlehem, and Christmas celebrations involve 
multiple church services and processions 
through Manger Square.

On Christmas Eve, thousands of residents 

and visiting pilgrims gather on the steps of 
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem to 
watch the dramatic annual procession, which 
is led by galloping horsemen and mounted 
police, followed by a solitary horseman riding 
a coal-black steed and carrying a cross. Many 
onlookers also go into the fields where the 
shepherds first heard the angels’ message of 
Jesus’ birth. Families dine on turkey spiced with 
pepper, cinnamon and nutmeg and stuffed with 
rice, meat, pine nuts and almonds. 

Despite the many challenges of life in a nation 
beset by political instability, economic distress 
and physical peril, the churches of the Holy 
Land can still find joy in celebrating the birth of 
the Prince of Peace.

At this special time of year, please pray that peace and justice will be established in the 
Holy Land and that hatred and violence will cease. Remember especially the Christian 
minority, and thank the Lord that more Christians in Bethlehem now have employment. 
Pray for protection and faithfulness for them in their unstable surroundings. Give 
thanks for the outstanding reputation of the Christian school that Barnabas Fund 
supports in Bethlehem, and pray for God’s blessing on its continued growth. Ask the 
Lord to give the Christian community patience in their trials and joy as they celebrate His 
birth.

Some of the teachers and children at the Christian school in Bethlehem supported by 
Barnabas Fund

• Christian school in Bethlehem – running costs (Ref. 65-420)  
• Needy Christians in the Holy Land (Ref. 65-153)
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Abraham Abera (35), a church worker in 
Ethiopia, was ambushed by six Muslim 

assailants in April 2011 while on his way to visit 
a sick friend. He and his pregnant wife Bertukan 
(25) were brutally attacked with a machete. 
Abraham was taken to hospital but was 
pronounced dead that evening. His church is 
located in a Muslim-majority area of the country 
where radical Islam is influential.

Every year Barnabas Fund receives reports 
of Christians who have been killed because of 
their faith in Christ. And throughout the Christian 
centuries, many of God’s people have been 
called to make the ultimate sacrifice for the 
sake of their Lord. In some churches the day 
after Christmas is observed as an opportunity 
to give thanks for them and to reflect on their 
example. 

Stephen, whose death is especially 
remembered today, is the first recorded 
Christian martyr (Acts 7:54 – 8:1). His response 
to his affliction, of love for his enemies and faith 
in his Lord, is a model for those who suffer for 
Christ today. The fruitful Christian mission that 
follows his death illustrates how the blood of 
the martyrs can so often be the seed of the 
churches. And his vision of Jesus in heaven 
assures those who lose their lives in His service 
that they will be vindicated before God’s throne.

Barnabas Fund supports Christian victims of 
violence and injustice, including the families of 
those who have been murdered or executed for 
the Name of Christ. Our grants provide practical 
help that assists them to rebuild their shattered 
lives.

Give thanks to the Lord for the faithfulness and bravery of those who have died for 
Christ in the past year. Pray that their example may inspire us in whatever pressure 
or persecution we may experience because of our faith. Pray too for their families, 

friends and churches in their grief. Give thanks that Bertukan Abera survived the attack 
that killed her husband, despite being seriously assaulted, and that she has since given 
birth to a healthy daughter; pray for them as they face the future without Abraham. Pray 
that those who persecute and kill Christians will be prompted to believe in Christ by their 
victims’ patient endurance.

Abraham Abera, a church worker in 
Ethiopia, was killed in a machete attack 
in April 2011. His wife, Bertukan, survived 
the attack

Martyrs

• Victims of Violence Fund (Ref. 00-345)

Then I heard a voice 
from heaven say, Write: 
Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from 
now on. Yes, says the 
Spirit, they will rest from 
their labour, for their 
deeds will follow them. 
Revelation 14:13
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Barnabas Fund projects include: 

I/W
e want to bring hope and aid to the persecuted Church by a regular gift, to be used
 where it is m

ost needed (G
eneral Fund)    

 or for ________________________________*(give reference num
ber of project to be supported)

*If the project chosen is sufficiently funded, we reserve the right to use designated gifts either for another project of a sim
ilar type or for another project in the sam

e country.

Please com
plete the G

ift Aid Declaration overleaf if you are a UK taxpayer

Nam
e                                                                       (M

r,M
rs,M

iss,M
s,Rev,Dr)

Address
                                                                Postcode 

I would like to give a regular gift of £_______________________________ 
(am

ount in words) _____________________________________________

Starting on 1st / 11th / 21st _________________ and then every  
m

onth / quarter / year (delete as applicable) until further notice.

This Direct Debit is a new one / in addition to / replaces an earlier Standing 
O

rder / Direct Debit in favour of Barnabas Fund (delete as applicable).

TH
E D

IR
EC

T D
EB

IT G
U

A
R

A
N

TEE
This G

uarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that accept instructions to pay D
irect D

ebits. 
If there are any changes to the am

ount, date or frequency of your D
irect D

ebit Barnabas Fund w
ill notify you 14 days in advance of your account being debited or as 

otherw
ise agreed. 

If you request Barnabas Fund to collect a paym
ent, confirm

ation of the am
ount and date w

ill be given to you at the tim
e of the request. 

If an error is m
ade in the paym

ent of your D
irect D

ebit by Barnabas Fund or your bank or building society, you are guaranteed a full and im
m

ediate refund of the am
ount 

paid from
 from

 your bank or building society. 
If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you m

ust pay it back w
hen Barnabas Fund asks you to. You can cancel a D

irect D
ebit at any tim

e by sim
ply contacting your bank or building society. W

ritten 
confirm

ation m
ay be required. Please also notify us.

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by D
irect D

ebit

Please fill in the w
hole form

 using a ball point pen and send it to: Barnabas 
Fund, 9 Priory R

ow, C
oventry C

V1 5EX
Service U

ser N
um

ber  
2

5
3

6
4

5
R

eference (Barnabas Fund to com
plete)

N
am

e and full postal address of your bank or building society

N
am

e(s) of account holder(s)

B
ank/building society account num

ber
B

ranch sort code
Signature(s)
D

ate

Instruction to your bank or building society: Please pay Barnabas Fund 
D

irect D
ebits from

 the account detailed in this instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured to by the D

irect D
ebit G

uarantee. I understand that this 
instruction m

ay rem
ain w

ith Barnabas Fund and, if so, details w
ill be passed 

electronically to m
y bank/building society.

D
D

18

D
irect D

ebit
for U

K
 supporters w

ho w
ould like to give regularlyADVENT 11



Barnabas Fund projects include: 

Nativity play at a Christian school in Pakistan
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